
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
Building on the Past to Strengthen the Future: 

Introducing the Next Generation of the Segal Centre for Performing Arts’ 

Dora Wasserman Yiddish Theatre 

 

MONTREAL, January 18th, 2012 – Building on more than half a century of celebrating and preserving 

Yiddish theatre, language and culture, the Segal Centre for Performing Arts is proud to present the future 

of the Dora Wasserman Yiddish Theatre (DWYT). Segal Centre President and Chairman, Alvin Segal, O.C., 

O.Q. and CEO Manon Gauthier announce today that under the mentorship and guidance of the DWYT 

Honorary Artistic Director Bryna Wasserman, Audrey Finkelstein will assume the role of Artistic and 

Program Coordinator of the DWYT. 

 

A BRIGHT FUTURE 

The Dora Wasserman Yiddish Theatre is in an exciting state of evolution. As a cherished part of the 

Montreal community for over fifty years, the DWYT has touched countless lives, carrying on Dora’s vision of 

a vital Yiddish language and culture. For Audrey Finkelstein, it led to a successful career in theatre as a 

director, performer and educator. Audrey has worked closely with Bryna Wasserman over the years, co-

directing The Wise Men of Chelm, assistant directing God of Vengeance and Fiddler on the Roof, and 

appearing in Yiddish Theatre productions throughout her career. She has numerous directing and acting 

credits under her belt, and she has studied with luminaries of theatre like Robert Lepage. 

 

“I am honored to take on the role of Artistic and Program Coordinator,” said Audrey Finkelstein. “Growing 

up with Bryna, I had the rare opportunity to learn from a true master of the craft. I am convinced that our 

shared love and devotion to the DWYT will take it to new heights.” 

 

“Audrey, who grew up performing with Dora and honed her craft as a director in the Yiddish Theatre, is a 

natural successor to continue our legacy. I look forward to working closely with Audrey” says DWYT 

Honorary Artistic Director Bryna Wasserman.  

 

ALL-NEW YEAR ROUND PROGRAMMING 

The Segal Centre is committed to building on the legacy of its Dora Wasserman Yiddish Theatre.  Deeply 

rooted in the community and embracing an open and inclusive model, the DWYT is actively partnering with 

sister institutions, such as the Jewish Public Library and KlezKanada in its ambitious new programming, 

which is sure to please lovers of Yiddish language and culture of all ages. The Centre’s DWYT is proud to 

announce a new series,  I ♥ יידי� / YIDDISH Series, featuring concerts of treasured music, folk song 

sing-a-longs, play readings, film series and much more.  

 

2012 I ♥  יידי� / YIDDISH SERIES WEEKEND 

Saturday, March 31st at 9pm 

• Lomir Zingen A Yiddish Lid  – Yiddish sing-a-long  

Sunday, April 1st  

• A play reading at 2pm 

• A film presentation at 7pm 

 

In line with the new programming, the DWYT will offer BABY YAYA: Yiddish Songs for Mom and Tots, and 

Bubbies and Babies (Daddies and Zaidyes are welcome too!), led by Anna and Aron Gonshor.  All are 

welcome to join this entertaining hour of Yiddish songs and nursery rhymes starting on Sunday, January 

29th at 11 am. Registration is required. Please call Segal Centre Box Office at 514.739.7944.   

 



 

 

Each year, leading up to the annual Yiddish Theatre mainstage production, new Yiddish programming will 

be presented, continuing the legacy of the DWYT. 2012-2013 programming will be unveiled in the near 

future. 

 

On Second Avenue - 2012 DWYT PRODUCTION 

Back by popular demand, the Segal Centre’s DWYT will be mounting an all-new production of On Second 

Avenue presented by Reitmans Canada Limited, from June 10th to July 1st, 2012.  With an immense cast 

and live band, Bryna Wasserman and Audrey Finkelstein will co-direct this collection of vignettes following 

the Yiddish theatre’s inception in Romania to its heyday in the 1940s.  

 

“Two generations of Yiddish theatre aficionados, co-directing this musical journey through the history of 

Yiddish theatre is the perfect way to usher in a new era for the Dora Wasserman Yiddish Theatre,” says 

Paul B. Flicker, Artistic Producer of the Segal Centre. “First presented in 1998, On Second Avenue is the 

most successful play ever put on by the Dora Wasserman Yiddish Theatre” he concludes. 

 

This beloved production by Moishe Rosenfeld and Zalmen Mlotek is a revue of the history of Yiddish 

culture in song and dance. Acclaimed throughout Montreal, New York, Toronto and Vienna, On Second 

Avenue garnered a Drama Desk nomination for Outstanding Revival of a Musical for its co-production with 

the National Yiddish Theatre – Folksbiene.  

DWYT ARCHIVES FOR GENERATIONS TO COME 

The Segal Centre, in consultation with its loyal team of volunteers and with the Jewish Public Library, is 

partnering with a team of academic researchers and professional archivists to undertake a two-year pilot 

project to digitize parts of the communal treasure of the Dora Wasserman Yiddish Theatre Archives. These 

symbolic and historical resources will be preserved in the highest quality for future generations thanks to 

funding and grants secured by the Segal Centre and its partners. This paramount project is led by Eric 

Méchoulan, Jean-Marc Larrue and the Centre de recherche sur l’Intermédialité (CRI) of Université de 

Montréal in conjunction with a multidisciplinary international team (Canada-France) comprised of the 

Bibliothèque et archives nationales du Québec (BANQ), Bibliothèque et Archives Canada (BAC), 

Bibliothèque nationale de France (BNF), University of Victoria, Simon Fraser University and University of 

Manitoba. 

 

COMMITMENT TO JEWISH ARTS AND CULTURE  

This enhanced program of the DWYT reinforces the vision and commitment of Segal Centre President and 

Chairman, Alvin Segal, O.C, O.Q, and of CEO Manon Gauthier in providing the community with enriched 

Jewish Arts and Culture programming, working jointly with Jewish organizations both local and 

international.  

  

About the Segal Centre for Performing Arts 

The Segal Centre is a meeting place for all of the performing arts, showcasing the best professional artists 

from here and abroad and playing a leading role in the artistic development of Montreal’s youth and the 

creation of its cultural legacy. Through theatre, music, dance, cinema and the Academy, the Segal Centre 

is setting a broad vision by recognizing the importance of building bridges through the arts and supporting 

multicultural projects in Montreal. The Centre’s commitment is to ensure that creativity resonates within 

our community and that it remains accessible and inspiring each and every day, leading the performing 

arts world of tomorrow. www.segalcentre.org 
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For additional information or to schedule an interview, contact:  

Melissa Maloul-Cohen, 514.739.2301 x 8326, mmaloul-cohen@segalcentre.org 


